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The Markets and Housing

 Markets alone cannot ensure housing for all, says UN expert
 

 The following statement was issued today in New York by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on adequate housing, Raquel Rolnik:
  The belief that markets will provide adequate housing for all has failed. The current crisis is a stark reminder of this reality. A home is not a commodity – four walls and a roof. It is a place to live in security, peace and dignity, and a right for every human being.   

In the United States alone, the millions of homeowners and renters affected by foreclosures means a sharp increase in the numbers of the homeless. With the continuing housing and financial crisis spreading to many countries, things are only going to get worse. Millions more may face eviction because they cannot pay their mortgages.  

 Most analysts blame the crisis on a shortage of liquidity or a failure of regulation. Yet the subprime mortgage crisis reflects fundamental flaws in our approach to housing and the inability of market mechanisms to provide adequate and affordable housing for all. Excessive focus on homeownership as the one and single solution to ensure access to housing is part of the problem.   

Homelessness does not affect only those marginalized by society or the very poor. Increasingly, it threatens also those who work but cannot afford market prices and are forced to live in inadequate housing.  Homelessness, or living in inadequate housing conditions, can cause not only material deprivation but also the loss of enjoyment of a wide range of other human rights, whether civil and political or economic, social and cultural. The increase in foreclosures and homelessness also limits the ability of cities and communities to fund social programs, and spreads urban blight.  

 

The current crisis should force us to think of a better system, one that provides more housing options and avoids relying on a single solution.  Those countries that have not done so already should legally recognize the right to adequate housing for all; some so-called “developing” countries are more advanced in that regard than many wealthier ones. Housing legislation and policies should be defined with the contribution of all relevant stakeholders, not only by finance departments or the construction industry. Increasing public assistance for housing and ensuring it is available to all those in need is the way to prevent the current threat to our cities and communities.   

We need to think out of the box. Homeownership may be the preferred option for many. But adequate housing for all is a public goal whose achievement requires a wide variety of arrangements, from tax advantages to buy a home to better legal protection for tenants and rent control areas; from direct subsidies to the poor to publicly owned housing and a range of tenure arrangements. Markets, even with appropriate regulation, cannot provide adequate housing for all: in any case an active public sector is needed.

   

Ms. Raquel Rolnik was appointed in May 2008 as Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living and on the right to non-discrimination in this context. Her mandate involves reporting annually to the Human Rights Council on the status of the realization of the right to adequate housing throughout the world, and identifying practical solutions and good practices towards this end. An architect and urban planner, Ms. Rolnik has extensive experience in the area of housing.

Street Health

Street Health works to improve the health and well being of homeless and under housed individuals in southeast Toronto

by addressing the social determinants of health through programs, services, education and advocacy. For a report on Street Health and other publications please go to:

The Street Health Report 2007

http://www.streethealth.ca
Homeless Nation

Homeless Nation is a non-profit endeavor founded by Daniel Cross, a documentary filmmaker whose films deal with social justice and Canada's homeless. In the making of his films "The Street" and "S.P.I.T. - Squeegee Punks In Traffic", hundreds of Montreal's homeless community shared their many, amazing stories with him. So many, that he was not able to fit them all into his films.

He conceived of a forum where these stories would not be lost. Where Canada's homeless community could share their stories and refuse to be ignored. A place to create equal access to online media, of sharing truths through audio/visual content for everyone to learn from. To have these stories told as an on-going dialogue for social awareness and positive change.

In 2006, with the help of Dan's film company partner Mila Aung-Thwin (producer), Brett Gaylor (filmmaker and web architect) and Anuj Khosla (administrator), www.homelessnation.org went live.

To check out this site and some wonderful videos please go to: 

http://homelessnation.org
Street Link

Street Link a program of the Victoria Cool Aid Society has been building hope, lives and community in the Capital Region for 40 years, since 1968, through a wide range of programs including supported housing, community health and dental services, emergency shelter, and a casual labor pool for adults who are homeless or in need of help. To check out this site and it’s programs please go to:

http://www.coolaid.org
Edmonton's homeless count begins

Alexandra Zabjek, edmontonjournal.com

Published: Tuesday, October 21

EDMONTON - About 150 volunteers are fanning out across Edmonton today to count the city's homeless population.

The count happens every two years. In 2006, it found 2,618 homeless people in Edmonton, an increase of nearly 20 per cent over 2004 figures.

Count organizers are not sure what to expect this year.
"In 2006, we were sure the numbers were going to go up, it was just a matter of how much. This year, we're really not sure," said Susan McGee, executive director of Homeward Trust Edmonton, which is organizing the count.

Shelter populations appear to have stabilized, she said, while the street population seems to have increased. At the same time, pilot housing programs that were rolled out last year with new provincial funding have housed about 300 people, McGee said.

Volunteers are stationed across the city, in locations such as Whyte Avenue, 118th Avenue and Jasper Place. They are instructed to ask people about their housing situation and if they have a permanent place to stay.

People who are staying in shelters, living on the street or couch-surfing (temporarily staying with friends) are all considered homeless.

The count organizers are also working with drop-in centers, shelters and other social service agencies to find out how many people have used their services today. The count is meant to be a point-in-time snapshot of the city's homeless population on one day.

"The main thing with the count is that we do it the same way, so we can compare it from year to year," McGee said. "We certainly know that we're going to miss a lot of people. There are a lot of people who don't want to be counted and are very good at not being found. And we also know that we might double-count some people."
Halifax and Homeless

Our mission - to work in partnerships within our community, to advance community solutions that address

homelessness, and the right to a home as a key to the 'quality of life' for everyone in our community

Homelessness is increasing.  In the Halifax area.  Men, women, young people and increasingly families, are finding themselves without housing - a place to call ‘home’.   The causes of homelessness are complex and numerous, and the solutions are community driven. This web site is about solutions: the solutions in our community.  Community Action on Homelessness works with community in advancing solutions to homelessness and the challenge some of our community members face in accessing safe and affordable housing.  We envision the Halifax Regional Municipality as a healthy community for all citizens to live work and raise families, and our mission statement guides us. Please check out this site at:   http://www.cahhalifax.org
Happy Halloween









British Columbia - Homeless allowed to pitch tents in parks; City's anti-camping bylaw deemed unconstitutional The Vancouver 


Section: Westcoast News


Byline: Jim Gibson


Dateline: VICTORIA


Source: Canwest News Service





 VICTORIA - The city's homeless can now camp in Victoria parks, according to a B.C. Supreme Court decision Tuesday.





"Yesterday it was illegal to set up my tent. Today it isn't," said David Johnston, one of the homeless activists who argued they have a right to sleep outdoors on public property.


Lawyer Catherine Boies Parker, who acted on behalf of the homeless campers in their court challenge of the city's anti-camping bylaw, confirmed the 108-page judgment upheld their argument that a City of Victoria bylaw that prohibits using "temporary abodes" like tents and large tarpaulins for shelter in parks and public spaces violates the rights of the homeless.


She said the judgment noted that in the absence of sufficient safe and secure beds for the homeless, it was unconstitutional for the city to prevent them from erecting some form of shelter to protect themselves from the elements.





The decision came three years after a group was arrested in October 2005 for setting up a "tent city" in a Victoria park. The eviction sparked the court challenge. "We don't have to search every morning and night for a place to sleep," Johnston said. He predicted that tent cities will spring up in other municipalities once the decision becomes widely known. Such encampments "might be the thing which saves us from the economic crush," he said.





At a city hall news conference, Mayor Alan Lowe predicted the impact of the decision will be felt throughout Canada. "This judgment demonstrates what years of cuts to social programming and housing programs has done. Municipal governments were never in the business of providing housing and social support services to individuals in need," Lowe said, calling on higher levels of government to respond to the court decision. The judgment does not bode well for city parks, Lowe warned. "Our city parks are not equipped to support camping of any kind. "We've seen first hand the ill effects of tent cities. In 2005 . . . we saw a tent city that had become a hub of illegal activity, health concerns and vandalism," he said. "These are not acceptable conditions for our parks and green spaces, but even more importantly these conditions are not acceptable for the homeless."Lowe said there were no winners with the judgment. "This is still no way to accommodate our homeless and will be detrimental to the families and children that enjoy our park system."





At the conference, Acting Police Chief Bill Naughton said police will respond "situationally" to any homeless encampments."We'll see what confronts us and act accordingly," he said. 


























































































































 











 If you have any news of your groups activities, or announcements, please E-MAIL me @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:groots_canada@shaw.ca" ��groots_canada@shaw.ca�








Thank you to Author unknown for submitting this timely election piece and to Gloria Gallant, Fay Dewar and Rose Henry for their story suggestions.
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Horizons of Friendship is the only Canadian charitable organization working exclusively in southern Mexico and Central America. Founded in 1973 by three Canadians from Cobourg, it has since raised over $65 million from individuals and organizations across Canada.  These funds are used to directly support self-help projects that provide a viable alternative to poverty and injustice.


What is an exposure tour?


An exposure tour is a unique opportunity to travel and learn about the culture, history, and social context of a developing country. This is an excellent opportunity for people who want to go beyond traditional tourism, and learn about community development and social justice. The trip also includes visits to important historical and cultural sites.


"The delegation was an enlightening experience.  I will be participating again in the future.   -testimony from 2008 delegation


 


 Horizons in Honduras


Horizons has been supporting projects in Honduras since 1973. Currently, Horizons supports five organizations in country. The work of these organizations includes: disaster prevention, women's rights, indigenous rights, worker’s rights, sustainable agriculture and micro-enterprise.


Simiente Foundation for Human and


Community Development


Simiente Foundation, founded in 2001, works with marginalized communities in the southern part of Honduras on sustainable agriculture, small livestock production, gender equity, citizen participation and micro-enterprise initiatives for women.


Location: Tegucigalpa, Nacaome, Langue


Centre for Women's Studies—Honduras (CEM-H)


CEM-H is a feminist organization that provides health services and promotes women's rights through      political, organizational, research, and communication   actions. It promotes and strengthens women's empowerment to: a) reduce domestic violence; b) obtain respect concerning decisions about their own bodies; c) have access to pay and resource   equity; d) reduce poverty; and e) have equal          opportunities to move into positions of political Influence.


Location: Nacaome


The Network Association of Committees for


 Honduran Migrants and Relatives


(COMIFAH)


Comprised of 26 committees, COMIFAH is a national grassroots organization that works to raise awareness about the human rights of Honduran emigrants and immigrants and advocates on behalf of communities affected by increased migratory practices. It also conducts research and monitors temporary working contracts, and helps to find individuals that have disappeared en route from Honduras to the United States for work.


Location: Tegucigalpa


Honduran Institute for Rural Development (IHDER)


Since 1978, IHDER has worked with farmers' groups, providing training in organization, administration, agricultural technology and financial support for production activities. In the last several years, IHDER has expanded its mandate in one of its micro-regions to facilitate access to distance education at the secondary level. Location: San Pedro Sula


Garifuna Emergency Committee of


Honduras (CEGAH)


After the devastation of Hurricane Mitch in Honduras in 1998, CEGAH was founded among 16 rural Garifuna communities mainly affected by significant losses of crops, cattle and homes. With support from various sources, CEGAH helps poor communities to become self-sufficient and thriving. This support helps these communities combat the poverty they face and to work towards sustainable development. Location: Trujillo





For more information on Tour, please go to page 5 / “From the Hearth”





































































































































































































 











































































































































































































































































































