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 Hello sisters, we would like to introduce you to our first edition of the GROOTS Canada newsletter. 


 We hope that this newsletter will inform all of the member groups to exchange their news with each other, with hopefully more ease. It is also hoped that with this format and the monthly publications that everyone will be more inclined to share their news, no matter if it is earth shattering it is or not, because to tell you the truth we would all like to hear what each of our groups are up to.   


 Some of us were able to make great personal connections with each other and our groups this past summer in Vancouver, and this


Newsletter could be a great tool for keeping up those connections.


Along with informing the Canadian groups of each other’s activities, there will be news from GROOTS International the Huairou Commission and other national and international connections.


We hope that you all will take this opportunity to spread your news and stories to the larger community of GROOTS Canada and further. If you have a story or news to share for this newsletter, you can write to � HYPERLINK "mailto:groots_canada@shaw.ca" ��groots_canada@shaw.ca�. We hope to hear from you soon.








 Recently some of our members meet with Bayla Kolk (Assistant Deputy Minister, Housing and Homelessness Branch) and Yves St. Onge, (Director of Partnerships, Housing and Homelessness Branch.


Word has it that the members were brilliant, they provided short and personal histories and about they came to the table to talk about women’s homelessness and housing. They also provided a picture of some of the key issues women are facing in their communities are facing regarding housing. It was also brought up how some of the members were involved in service provision and/or have been homeless at one point or another. They also highlighted how they


have interests in the housing private market among other areas for women’s housing.


The meeting finished with the members suggesting that with the support of the branch that they would like to host small working group roundtables to discuss how they might prevent and address women’s homelessness, focusing on women’s housing options. This suggestion was well received. But that the branch may not be able to help them out financially possibly being that all their money is tied up and the program may be ending in March 2007.


Way to go ladies, keep up the good work.
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Housing and Homelessness











Most of you may of heard about the latest federal government budget cut to the Status of Women Ministry in administrative costs of $5 million which as we all know will affect a lot of women’s programs and equality issues down the pipeline in the long run. 


Along with the budget cut there has been a change in the criteria for groups to receive funding from the Status of women, organizations would no longer be eligible for funding for advocacy, government lobbying, or research projects. Along with this the word “EQUALITY’ is dropped from its mandate.


It feels like any inroads that have been made in Canada for Women’s equality or the recognition of women’s community work that has been done has taken a few steps backwards. 


With this cut and changes, it seems to be of even more importance now to claim our space and keeping it, as well as bringing recognition to our fellow grassroots women leaders to our individual communities as well as the larger community.


Even though this news is not good for women in Canada it is a good opportunity for us to all pull together and stand by each other.


About SWC --  � HYPERLINK "http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/" ��http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/�

















Congratulations are called for, to Jan Peterson of the Huairou Commission for her appointment to the High Level Commission on the Legal Empowerment of the Poor Advisory Board. 


The commission is a new and independent global initiative that was set up to ensure that property rights for all including the poor for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) a reality and by reducing poverty by half by 2015 at the global and country level.





With Jan on the Advisory board we can be sure that she will make sure grassroots women’s voice will be heard and included in the Commissions development and reaching the goals. 


Congratulations again Jan and we look forward to hearing on the process of this Commission.














 Our musical inclined Shannon Hallett of the band “Betty Kracker” in Vancouver will be releasing a new CD  “Easy Bay Coven”. The CD release date is October 21st.


Why not order one for every stocking you might have @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.bettykracker.com/" ��http://www.bettykracker.com/�


Way to go Shannon, congratulations to all of the Betty Krackers.


Keep the music coming!

















Canadian Women lose Footing








Jan Peterson’s new appointment to the HLCLEP








GROOTS Canada Web Exchange        





Page � PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �2� of � NUMPAGES  \* MERGEFORMAT �5�





"I do not want to be the angel of any home; I want for myself what I want for other women, absolute equality. After that is secured, then men and women can take turns at being angels.""


Agnes Macphail, first woman member of


Parliament in Canada








Music To Our Ears








Ann Wanjiru, a leader in GROOTS Kenya, has been featured in a new book on African women.  





Angels in Africa introduces readers to seven visionary African women who, while remarkable for their individual accomplishments, represent dozens of equally exceptional women who have devoted their lives to overcoming Africa’s issues for themselves, their peers and future generations.


 


*Please e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:groots_canada@shaw.ca" ��groots_canada@shaw.ca� if interested in receiving the Press Release for full information on the book and the book launch in New York City














After a year long campaign by Mother Centers International Network for Empowerment (MINE) titled “How do we want to raise our children?”, there will be an international conference this November in Bratislava, Slovakia. The conference will be bring together representative of existing Mother Centers, Mother Center initiatives and other related grassroots groups. Some of our Canadian members will also be attending this conference.


The results of the campaign will be pulled out during the conference along with extracting common values and common issues of parenting through the diverse international participants of the conference.


The knowledge pulled from the campaign and conference will be a base for debates and negotiations with other stakeholders in society to explore the question “What kind of environment is needed to raise our children as we want?”


Great success’s to MINE for their campaign and conference. We look forward to hearing some of the results. 


For more information about the campaign and MINE go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.mine.cc" ��http://www.mine.cc�
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“How Do We Want To Raise Our Children?”            








Book:  Angels in Africa, Profiles of Seven Extraordinary Women








 Recife, the capital of Pernambuco, Brazil will be home to a form of the 5th session of Permanent Regional Forum on Gender, Power and Democracy, with the theme: Women and Urban Governance: strategies for Latin America. This forum will be taking place during early November of 2006. 


Gloria Gallant GROOTS Canada’s president has been invited to attend this forum, along with Anne Michaud of Women and Cites; we


hope that Gloria will fill us in on how the forum was. This was another event that GROOTS Canada has been invited to attend and possibly due to making a connection with the Brazil group during the GWIA / WUF3 events held in Vancouver this past June.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cmnmulheredemocracia.org.br" ��http://www.cmnmulheredemocracia.org.br�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.femmesetvilles.org" ��http://www.femmesetvilles.org�














The Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians, the Honorable Jim Prentice announced a one-time investment of $6 million for 2006-07 to address the immediate needs of existing shelters and help First Nations communities improve family violence prevention programs and services.


 It has not yet been announced how the additional $6 million will be delivered to the different regions, but these extra funds is welcome news for Family Violence prevention programs and services for First Nations and the Métis people.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ps/fvp_e.html" ��http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ps/fvp_e.html�

















 � HYPERLINK "http://dominionpaper.ca" ��http://dominionpaper.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.straightgoods.com" ��http://www.straightgoods.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/parliament39/budgetcuts.html" ��http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/parliament39/budgetcuts.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.womennet.ca" ��http://www.womennet.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dawncanada.net" ��http://www.dawncanada.net�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nac-cca.ca/index_e.htm" ��http://www.nac-cca.ca/index_e.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccihc.ca" ��http://www.ccihc.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.napo-onap.ca" ��http://www.napo-onap.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.livableincome.org" ��http://www.livableincome.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.huairou.org" ��http://www.huairou.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.groots.org" ��http://www.groots.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amcs.ca" ��http://www.amcs.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mine.cc" ��http://www.mine.cc�
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Canada’s Government Delivers Help To First Nations Shelters








“No women can become or remain degraded without all women suffering.”





Emily Murphy, first female Magistrate in the British Empire





Women and Urban Governance








Links



































































































































We hope to be on the Web soon ! 








If you have any news of your groups activities, or announcements, 


B-Day greetings for our newsletter please





E-Mail:	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:groots_canada@shaw.ca" ��groots_canada@shaw.ca�











GROOTS Canada





From The Hearth








About GROOTS Canada…





GROOTS Canada is an umbrella organization that is made up of many different types of groups that are concerned with women’s equality and women leaders in the larger or small community. A group of women at this time are in the process of developing the incorporation papers for GROOTSA Canada to be registered federally. Along with this registering is a fee, we are requesting donations for this fee, if you feel that you are able to donated some finances for this purpose what ever the amount  $5, 10,20, it would be very much appreciated, we regret that we will not be able to provide you with a tax deductible receipt as we are not registered as a charity, but if this does not concern you, and you still want to donate, you can contact Marnie Tamaki at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mtamaki@shaw.ca" ��mtamaki@shaw.ca�


And she will discuss with you how to get the donation to her. Thank You





*  A warm congratulations to Arlene Hache of the Center for Northern Families in Yellowknife for the appointment of Treasurer of the National Action Committee on the Status of Women.





*  A sincere condolence to Dorothy Johnstone and her family for the loss of their beloved family member. Our thoughts are with you Dorothy.





*  Best wishes and get well soon to Penny Irons of the Aboriginal Mother Centre, due to sustaining a head injury while being mugged after a would be bank robber turned his attention to Penny, causing her harm. Our thoughts are with you Penny.





*  Entre Nous Femmes (ENF) Housing Society has produced a short documentary film titled, “Beyond These Walls” featuring the history of ENF and focusing on tenant’s stories, some of you may remember this film debuting at the GWIA and WUF3 this past June in Vancouver. Below is a link to view this film.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.enfhs.org/video.html" ��http://www.enfhs.org/video.html�























 *  Nut loaf 





In a bowl mix everything:





2 T olive oil


1 C soy or nut milk. Stir over heat until mixture boils.





2 c pecans or walnuts or nuts of choice.


1 ¼ c green peppers chopped finely


½ c celery finely chopped


1 T flour


1 T arrowroot flour


1 ¼ t salt, turmeric or miso


¼ c onions finely chopped.


2 T cashew or peanut butter.


1 c seasoned breadcrumbs (Poultry seasoning or Italian sauce spices) 


2 eggs (optional but I like them)





Oiled loaf pan and cook for 56 – 60 minutes at 350 degrees





Sunshine Miso Dressing





1 c cold pressed oil (olive)


2 T miso in a quarter of hot water


1/4 c honey


2 T apple cider vinegar


2 T soya sauce


1 small onion (choice)


1 clove garlic (choice)


S & P to taste





Good on the nut loaf.


Also a heavy salad dressing.









































I may be calling on each of you for your group’s story to be featured for future stories for the newsletter








