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Listening and actually hearing what people are saying to you then giving them a helping hand for support if they ask, would benefit this country and all who reside in it, a lot more then what is happening now. This behavior is a great legacy to leave our children as well and a very good example to pass along to the decision makers, although there will always be those that think they are above it all, we just have to be the better one and set the example. 


Most of the content in this newsletter is about truly listening to the blight of others and giving a supportive helping hand in these Issues cause they affect us all in one way or another. So please read, enjoy and be informed, then decide for yourself as to how to react.


In the next newsletter I would like to gear the content to issues of local food production urban and rural, environmental degradation and how projects to fix this are being done. With rising food costs and lack of supplies, rising fuel costs for transportation, and rapid loss of usable land for food production. We all really need to work on these issues, otherwise its going to get really bad, and women can be a really powerful source in this movement, so please submit your stories for the next newsletter, I’d like to receive your submissions by June 25th.


I look forward to hearing from you.





In 2005, the Gerstein Centre, in partnership with the Ontario Council of Alternative Businesses (OCAB) and the Parkdale Activity-Recreation Centre (PARC) developed a pilot project, funded by the City of Toronto’s Supporting Community Partnership Initiatives (SCPI), to train eight to twelve individuals who had been homeless and/or experienced mental health issues to become educators on issues of homelessness and mental health. The project is built on the premise that people who are or have been homeless are vital members of our community and that public perceptions and attitudes toward those experiencing homelessness or who are in danger of becoming homeless need to change in order for positive, long-term solutions to be realized.


The Speaker’s Bureau-Voices from the Street—has proven to be a dynamic tool to teach and challenge community members as well as empower those who have experienced homelessness first-hand. Speaker’s Bureau members are available to provide workshops, keynote addresses, information sessions, and tailored presentations on a broad number of topics. Please contact us for more information. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.voicesfromthestreet.ca/About%20Us.html" ��http://www.voicesfromthestreet.ca/About%20Us.html�
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Listening to Each Other











Voices From The Street / Speakers Bureau





My name is Gladys Radek from the Gitxsan Wet su wit'en territory in northern British Columbia. My clan is the Lax il u or Small Frog clan, which follows my mother's matrilineal line. The national walk4justice that has been in the works since January 2008. This walk came to me as a vision in September 2007 while walking down the Highway of Tears for the second anniversary of my missing niece, Tamara Lynn Chipman, who disappeared without a trace. She was last seen just out of Prince Rupert, BC, September 21, 2005. To this day she has not been found and there is no closure or accountability for our family.


After her disappearance I started researching on line and contacting the many family members who have lost their loved ones on this treacherous highway. It was realized that there were far too many families suffering because there has been no justice, closure, equality or ACCOUNTABILITY over, at least, the past 4 decades. Our database has increased to over 3000 women and children still missing or remains unsolved murderers across the country. Over 200 in 2 areas in BC alone. This is not including those who have died through acts of domestic violence or those who are still disappearing at an average of about three a week.


In January 2008 I told a few people about this vision and we have been working non stop to take this initiative to address this on going violence against our women to the top leaders of this country, Prime Minister, Steven Harper and INAC Minister, Chuck Strahl.


Since January we have raised awareness from coast to coast to coast about our intentions to walk4justice, to be a voice for the beautiful women and children who have disappeared with no options of recourse. We want to demand a public inquiry into the untimely deaths of these citizens of Canada. We want justice so that the families can heal their broken hearts and get some closure for their losses. We especially want accountability, in order to get accountability we need equality. We need to revamp the judicial system, law enforcements, all levels of government and leadership in order to move forward into a sustainable society. We need to address the racism, poverty, homelessness and domestic violence running rampid in this country. Women are targeted nation wide and we need it   to stop. We are the life givers of society. You all need us.


Our working group in Vancouver consist of a very compassionate group of women and men who heard my vision and want to help it become reality they have volunteered many months of networking, raising awareness, securing venues and events across the nation. We all want to walk4justice to help the families, to be the voices for their loved ones. We will walk from Vancouver, BC to Ottawa, Ontario. We will leave on National Aboriginal Day, June 21, 2008 from Trout Lake in Vancouver, BC. We will arrive in Ottawa September 12 to prepare for the wallk4justice rally on Parliament Hill confirmed for September 15, 2008 from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.


Below is the Route plan from Vancouver to Ottawa:


Leaving / Arriving





1. Vancouver June 21,/ Chilliwack June 21, 


2. Chilliwack June 22, / Kamloops June24, 


3. Kamloops June 25,/ Mount Robson June 30, 


4. Mount Robson July 1, / Edmonton July 3, 


5. Edmonton July 6, / Calgary July 8, 


6. Calgary July 10, / Medicine Hat July 12, 


7. Medicine Hat July 14,/ Swift Current July 16, 


8. Swift Current July 18, / Regina July 22, 


9. Regina July 24, / Brandon July 26, 


10. Brandon July 28, / Winnipeg July 30, 


11. Winnipeg Aug 1, / Kenora Aug 3, 


12. Kenora Aug 5,/ Ignace Aug 7, 


13. Ignace Aug 9,/ Thunder Bay Aug 11, 


14. Thunder Bay Aug 13,  / Marathon Aug 15, 


15. Marathon Aug 15, / Wawa Aug 16,


16. Wawa Aug 17,/ Sault Ste Marie Aug 19,


17. Sault Ste Marie Aug 21,/ Sudbury Aug 24, 


18. Sudbury Aug 25,/ Toronto Aug 29,


19. Toronto Sep 2,/ Tyendinaga Sep 4,


20. Tyendinaga Sep 8,/ Ottawa Sept 12,


� HYPERLINK "http://walk4justice.piczo.com/?g=51080137&cr=6&linkvar=000044" ��http://walk4justice.piczo.com/?g=51080137&cr=6&linkvar=000044�














































































































































































































 

















WALK 4 JUSTICE / HIGHWAY OF TEARS
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“I am a believer in women, in their ability to do things and in their influence and power. Women set the standards for the world, and it is for us, women in Canada, to set the standards high.”





Nellie McClung (1873-1951) stated in 1910. Source: The rural Womyn Zone. Rural women in Canada








Child and Family Poverty


�HYPERLINK "http://cpj.ca/economyofcare/Child_and_Family_Poverty/?ap=1&viewtype=default"��View List�


Towards a guaranteed livable income


CPJ believes that an income security program, or guaranteed livable income (GLI), would ensure that everyone in Canada has access to the basic necessities of life, while respecting dignity and encouraging participation in society. Poverty rates in Canada have not changed substantially in the past twenty-five years. Neither work nor social programs currently ensure that all people have enough income to meet their basic needs. Poverty has significant costs for individuals and for society, including health care, judicial costs, loss of productivity and social exclusion.


In this context, GLI could offer greater income security. Our �HYPERLINK "http://action.web.ca/home/cpj/attach/Guaranteed-Livable-Income-background-paperV2.pdf"��CPJ backgrounder [PDF 444kB]� offers a thorough explanation of the context of GLI and its possibility in Canada, including the values that underlie our current social assistance programs and policies.


�HYPERLINK "http://cpj.ca/aboutus/index.html?ap=1&x=112410"��CPJ’s public justice framework� emphasizes dignity and justice within social relationships, but poverty and public policy focused on economic development both rob people of dignity and justice. A GLI with a benefit level set above the poverty line could be part of the solution, as it would decrease the financial burden of people living in poverty, allowing them greater opportunity for engagement and participation in society.


In order to achieve this, CPJ believes that a GLI must be based on a number of principles, laid out by our �HYPERLINK "http://action.web.ca/home/cpj/attach/Guaranteed-Livable-Income-position-paperV2.pdf"��CPJ position paper [PDF 350kB]�. These principles include: a universal program with federal and provincial components to respond to different economic realities; available to all citizens, permanent residents and refugees; set high enough to foster social participation and ensure that everyone has adequate access to food, clothing and housing; structured to recognize family composition; enveloping existing income and social assistance programs, but not all social programs, since some enabling social infrastructure is necessary for well-being; with a progressive tax system maintained for all additional income.


CPJ’s efforts right now are directed to contributing to awareness and education of both the public and policy makers through information and dialogue. With the growing appetite for a GLI at the grassroots level, CPJ is poised to make a unique contribution to the discussion as it takes shape, through our framing and suggested principles for design.


CPJ’s working documents on GLI:


�HYPERLINK "http://action.web.ca/home/cpj/attach/Guaranteed-Livable-Income-background-paperV2.pdf"��Towards a Guaranteed Livable Income: A CPJ Backgrounder on GLI [PDF 444kB]�





�HYPERLINK "http://action.web.ca/home/cpj/attach/Guaranteed-Livable-Income-position-paperV2.pdf"��Towards a Guaranteed Livable Income: A CPJ Position Paper on GLI [PDF 350kB]�





� HYPERLINK "http://cpj.ca/index.html" ��http://cpj.ca/index.html�
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Citizens for Public Justice





A project being done by The Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal Women and funded by Status of Women Canada.


Excerpt from Stolen Sisters - A Human Rights Response to Discrimination and Violence Against Indigenous Women in Canada (October, 2004):


"Canadian officials have a clear and inescapable obligation to ensure the safety of Indigenous women, to bring those responsible for attacks against them to justice, and to address the deeper problems of marginalization, dispossession and impoverishment that have placed so many Indigenous women in harm's way."


This project encompasses the concern for the deaths of all Aboriginal Women in Canada although centers on the City of Edmonton and Edmonton Police Service within the province of Alberta. Edmonton has received national attention for serial murders that have been committed in the area. Unfortunately a high number of Aboriginal Women are victims of this crime spree, which heightens the need for projects such as this one.


The objectives of the project are:


To develop an Edmonton-specific action plan to implement applicable recommendations of the Stolen Sisters Report


To develop close relationship with natural allies to lobby for changes


To lobby for policy change within government and city based agencies


� HYPERLINK "http://www.iaaw.ca/index.htm" ��http://www.iaaw.ca/index.htm�





















































Swag (Status of Women Action Group) of Victoria BC. has been forced to vacate it’s physical space as of Dec. 30th, 2006, although the website will continue to run. This group has been serving women of Victoria since the early 1970’s.


The group has been struggling for some time with finances, as a lot of women’s groups in Canada, and this last cut to the SWC has made the struggle even harder.


It pains me to see this closure and the others that will follow due to this cut and change to the funding criteria of SWC. Women from this group and others that have been tirelessly fighting for women’s equality in this country for most of their lives are being told that those basic human rights are really not valued.


Because of these verbal and not so verbal statements we really need to continue to fight for those rights, and keep in mind that no matter of gender / color / beliefs / age / ability / race, that we are all human and deserve to be treated so.


For more information about SWAG, go to the website; � HYPERLINK "http://pacificcoast.net/~swag/" ��http://pacificcoast.net/~swag/�




















� HYPERLINK "http://www.dawncanada.net" ��http://www.dawncanada.net�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nac-cca.ca/index_e.htm" ��http://www.nac-cca.ca/index_e.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.horizons.ca" ��http://www.horizons.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://homelessnation.org/" ��http://homelessnation.org/�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.livableincome.org" ��http://www.livableincome.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.huairou.org" ��http://www.huairou.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.groots.org" ��http://www.groots.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unpac.ca" ��http://www.unpac.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mine.cc" ��http://www.mine.cc�


� HYPERLINK "http://walk4justice.piczo.com/?g=51080137&cr=6&linkvar=000044" ��http://walk4justice.piczo.com/?g=51080137&cr=6&linkvar=000044�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.voicesfromthestreet.ca" ��http://www.voicesfromthestreet.ca�
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“Fear of serious injury cannot alone justify suppression of free speech and assembly. Men feared witches and burned women. It is the function of speech to free men from the bondage of irrational fears.”





Justice Louis D. Brandies





“We Have Cried Enough”





Links



































































































































We hope to be on the Web soon ! 








If you have any news of your groups activities, or announcements, tidbits for the Hearth,


B-Day greetings for our newsletter please





E-Mail:	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:groots_canada@shaw.ca" ��groots_canada@shaw.ca�











GROOTS Canada





From The Hearth








About GROOTS Canada…





GROOTS Canada is an umbrella organization that is made up of many different types of groups that are concerned with women’s equality and women leaders in the larger or small community. A group of women at this time are in the process of developing the incorporation papers for GROOTS Canada to be registered federally. Along with this registering is a fee, we are requesting donations for this fee, if you feel that you are able to donate some finances for this purpose what ever the amount  $5, 10,20, it would be very much appreciated, we regret that we will not be able to provide you with a tax deductible receipt as we are not registered as a charity, but if this does not concern you, and you still want to donate, you can contact Marnie Tamaki at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mtamaki@shaw.ca" ��mtamaki@shaw.ca�


And she will discuss with you how to get the donation to her. Thank You





As mentioned before I’m looking for your stories of projects about what your group or a group your collaborating with or know of that is doing work on local food production and / or environmental issues, these could be to lessen the impact on the earth by human’s and lessening the use of water, oil & gas for transportation of food & goods. Please forward your submissions to me at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:groots_canada@shaw.ca" ��groots_canada@shaw.ca�























�HYPERLINK "http://foodsecurity.developmentgateway.org/index.php?id=10976&tx_dgcontent_pi1%5Btt_news%5D=461500&cHash=f7d69f6bfb&MP=10976-8861"��Food Security Increasing on Coast�


A little creative thinking can go a long way in overcoming obstacles to food self-sufficiency on the Coast, says the One Straw Society’s new food security co-coordinator. Nadi Fleschhut took on the part-time position in April, thanks in part to a $15,000 grant from Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) ... Click on the heading of this summery for full story.











A winner of Ashoka’s Global Water Challenge is one of GROOTS International’s own:  Swayam Shikshan Prayog, India, uses a grassroots approach to mobilize women in rural communities to demand reliable access to water and safe sanitation. For the full story please go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.changemakers.net/competition/waterandsanitation" ��http://www.changemakers.net/competition/waterandsanitation�




















Thank you to everyone who submitted events to the newsletter.








Walk 4 Justice





National letter for supporters





This is from Gladys Radek , Advocate for the Highway of Tears.





National letter for supporters.





Good day all my people. As you all know, we are organizing a walk4justice for the missing and murdered women. First of all due to public interest we have been asked to change the date for leaving Vancouver to June 21, 2008, National Aboriginal Day, from Trout Lake so that our union supporters will be able to walk out of Vancouver with us. 


What we need to do now is gather information from all of your community's. Our route plan will be starting from Victoria, which is now called mile zero. A group from Victoria, BC will be leaving for Vancouver on June 19, 2008 to meet us, and then we will be leaving Vancouver on schedule June 21, 2008 from the Trout Lake National Aboriginal Day celebrations along Grandview Highway to the Trans Canada highway. So far these are 19 major stops where we will have along the way. If there are communities out there that would like us to stop, please notify us as soon as possible so we can establish a route and mileage plan.





For more information about walk and route please go to: � HYPERLINK "http://walk4justice.piczo.com/?g=51080137&cr=6&linkvar=000044" ��http://walk4justice.piczo.com/?g=51080137&cr=6&linkvar=000044�








I hope to keep posting updates of walk and events surrounding it in newsletter.




























































































I may be calling on each of you for your group’s story to be featured for future stories for the newsletter








